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REGISTRATION ALERT:   STATUS URGENT
To all registered pharmacists, owners and superintendent pharmacists.

In 2012 there have been two reported instances of persons being employed in community pharmacies to work as pharmacists, whilst these persons were not registered with the Pharmaceutical Society NI.
There is a professional requirement on all pharmacists to ensure that they are registered.  There is also a duty on employers to check the registration status of employees and locums.

These reported incidents highlight issues relating to professional responsibility, indemnity cover and public confidence in the profession.  
Persons working as pharmacists without registration will be subject to fitness to practise processes.   Employers are also accountable for failures to check the integrity of the registration of all pharmacist staff engaged.

Registration status changes with regard to fitness to practise issues.

From 1st October 2012 the Pharmaceutical Society NI has new legislative powers to list sanctions which are given to registrants on its online register.  The register has been amended to include notifications of sanctions and the related durations.  We have published an interim disclosure policy.   Information which will be displayed will include:  Interim orders, warnings, conditions on practise, suspension, removal/erasure.

Actions for all
Please check registration status of all pharmacists employed:
1. At engagement;
2. After annual retention in June;
3. In September after persons are removed for non payment of fees;
4. If you have not employed an individual before;
5. If self employed.
Employers: Do not assume that the person is eligible to be employed as a pharmacist without first checking that they are currently registered.

For any help with registration checks please contact the registration department at the Pharmaceutical Society NI.
Email registration@psni.org.uk
Telephone 028-9032-6927 [Monday- Friday 9.00am-5.00pm]

Web http://www.psni.org.uk/search-register
Brendan Kerr

Registrar and Head of Regulatory Services
Friday, 16 November 2012

