
 

 
 

Response and Actions Arising from 2025 Retention 

Fees Consultation 

Council of The Pharmaceutical Society NI held an extraordinary public meeting by 

Microsoft Teams at 6.30pm on 15 April 2025. This meeting considered the outcome 

report on the 2025 fees consultation1 on the following proposals: 

1. A proposed increase in pharmacist registration and annual retention fees from 

£398 to £477. 

2. A change to the method of notification of fees from post to having the option to 

receive notification via post or email. 

3. Enabling pharmacist retention fees to be collected in quarterly instalments by 

Direct Debit. 

In addition, Council approved the report recommendations laid out below. 

Recommendation 1: 

It is recommended that: 

• the proposed fee increase is implemented, and in doing so Council must 

recognise the concern of registrants and set future fees at a level which 

secures the financial sustainability whilst ensuring organisational 

performance; 
• the Pharmaceutical Society will commit to enhancing transparency on how 

monies are spent, noting the detail of the Annual Reports and Accounts; and 

• the Pharmaceutical Society NI will commit to exploring options to support the 

introduction of a flexible fee structure. 

Recommendation 2: 

It is recommended that: 

• the Pharmaceutical Society NI proceeds with amendments to support 

changes to the notification method for fees so that registrants receive their 

notification by email by default; and 

• in order to support efficiencies, the default notification should be by email. In 

doing so the Pharmaceutical Society NI should explore how any additional 

notifications can be utilised for example the use of text messaging or social 

media awareness. 

Recommendation 3: 

It is recommended that: 

• the Pharmaceutical Society NI implements the option to collect fees by four 

quarterly instalments by direct debit. 

 
1 The Consultation ran from 27 January to 24 March 2025 with the documentation available here: 

Reform 2025 – Pharmaceutical Society NI 

https://psni.org.uk/reform-2025/
https://psni.org.uk/reform-2025/


Recommendation 4: 

It is recommended that: 

• Council notes the various responses in relation to the Equality Impact of a 

potential increase in fees; and 

• the Pharmaceutical Society NI explore options for a varied fee structure 

amongst different groups of registrants. 

The Pharmaceutical Society NI will now move forward with the approved 

recommendations and will work with Department of Health and other stakeholders to 

implement them. 


