
 

 
 

Sitting the November 2026  
Common Registration Assessment 

 
If you are sitting the assessment in November 2026, please ensure you read this 
guidance thoroughly as it outlines what to expect on the day of the assessment. 
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Please refer to the regulations for sittings in 2026 and make sure you understand what 

your responsibilities are as a trainee pharmacist. 

What do I need to do to prepare myself for the assessment? 

To prepare yourself for the sitting, please familiarise yourself with the example 
questions  and key insights from previous sittings. The order of questions in Parts 1 
and 2 will be randomised. In Part 2, questions will be randomised within each section 
however, question sets in Section 2 will remain grouped together.  

Make sure you have familiarised yourself with the Surpass system functionality. We will 
not consider appeals based on a lack of knowledge of how to use the assessment system. 

If you have a specific need or facility you require in your test centre, other than a 
reasonable adjustment, you must contact regexam@pharmacyregulation.org 
by 5pm on Wednesday 28 October 2026. We will work with Surpass to see if the 
request can be accommodated however, this cannot be guaranteed. 

Am I fit to sit? 

It is very important you only sit the assessment if you are fit to do so. Being 'fit to sit' means 

you are not aware of any reason why your performance would be adversely affected 

during the assessment. You may decide you are not fit to sit for a range of reasons, 

including, but not limited to: 

– you are ill during the lead up to the assessment or on the day and have not 

been able to prepare adequately 

– you have been unable to prepare adequately for the assessment because of 

pressures at work or caring responsibilities at home 

– you did not apply for a reasonable adjustment, or your reasonable adjustment 

request was not granted, and you believe this could be a disadvantage to you. 

If you do not think you are fit to sit the assessment, you should withdraw.  

You can do this at any point before you start the assessment and sign the fit to sit 

declaration on screen when sitting at your workstation in the test room on the day of the 

assessment. 

If you stay at your workstation after you have declared yourself fit to sit, you can no longer 

withdraw from the assessment. 

An illness or circumstance known to you on, or before, the day of an assessment cannot 

be used as grounds to request a nullification, or evidence for an appeal. You need to 

decide before you start the assessment whether you are fit to sit considering all factors 

known to you at that time.  

For more information to help you decide if you are fit to sit, please read the assessment 

web page. 
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How can I withdraw? 

You can withdraw from the assessment if you have applied to enter but did not attempt 
the assessment and you do not go beyond the point at which you declare yourself fit to 
sit and start the assessment. 

You do not need to formally notify us of your decision to withdraw. After the assessment, 
Surpass will provide us with a list of trainees who did not sit the assessment, which we 
will use to update our records. 

You will not receive a registration assessment fee refund. 

A withdrawal before starting the assessment does not count as an assessment attempt. 

What do I need to bring on assessment day?  

You will need to take the following items with you to the test centre: 

• GPhC approved calculator(s) (maximum 2 calculators) 

• valid identification documents  

• water, which must be in a transparent bottle 

Please refer to the permitted items list for more information on what you may have access 

to during the assessment.  

What are the timings of the day? 

Part one is 2 hours and will start at 10am for all trainees. 

Part two is 2 hours 30 minutes and will start at 2:15pm for all trainees.  

If you have been granted extra time, your start and finish times may be different from 

other trainees at your test centre. 

Make sure you check the details on your booking confirmation within your Scheduler 

account (test centre booking portal), as well as the final email you receive before your 

sitting. 

Morning session – part one  

9:00 Morning registration opens and starts – timings may vary between test centres 

9.30 Assessment room(s) opens 

9.50 Pre-assessment announcements made 

10.00 Part one starts 

10.15 Last point latecomers can arrive 

12.00 Part one ends. 

Break for lunch 

https://psni.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/CRA-specification-and-permitted-items-for-sittings-in-2026.pdf


Afternoon session – part two 

13.30 Afternoon registration opens  and starts – timings may vary between test centres 

13.45 Assessment room(s) opens 

14:05 Pre-assessment announcements made 

14.15 Part two starts 

14.30 Last point latecomers can arrive 

16.45 Part two ends. 

Trainees arriving after the permitted lateness threshold will not be allowed to sit. 

When should I get to my test centre? 

Test centres will be open from 9:00am, one hour before the start of part one. You must 

arrive at least 30 minutes before the start time so you can register, put your belongings 

in the designated area and use the toilets if you need to. 

Plan your journey to your test centre ahead of time. Please be aware that parking 

availability will vary across the test centres.  

If you arrive at the test centre more than 15 minutes after the start time for the 

assessment, you will not be able to sit and you will be asked to leave the test centre. 

Provided you arrive within 15 minutes of the official start time for part one, you will be 

given the full time to complete it. You will still be expected to start part two at the original 

scheduled time. 

When can I leave the test room and when do I need to come back? 

If you finish either part early, you are not allowed to leave the testing room within the last 

30 minutes of the assessment time unless it’s for an emergency or to use the toilet.  

You will be given a minimum of a one-hour break between part one and part two.  

Registration for part two can start 30-45 minutes before the assessment start time. 

Check the time you need to return to register for part two with the invigilators.  

You are allowed to leave the test centre during the break, but you must make sure you 

return in good time for registration and identity checks.  

Please note that not all test centres will have a waiting area.  

If there is no suitable space, the test centre staff may give you the option to come back 

later to register. 



How do I register for the assessment at my test centre? 

As soon as you arrive, you will need to go to the registration desk, sign in and follow the 

registration process.  

Make sure you sign in with the same signature as the one on the identity document you 

are using as this will be checked to confirm your identity. 

The registration process and timings will vary at each test centre as they have different 

layouts, and numbers of trainees. The invigilators will guide you through the registration 

process.  

What identification must I bring? 

Identifications checks will be carried out before the assessment begins for both parts of 

the assessment. You will need to place your ID on your desk as an additional check will 

also take place during the assessment. 

You must bring either a valid: 

• passport, or 

• UK or European driving license photo-card (either full or provisional). 

Your first name and last name on your ID must match the names we have for you on 

our records.  

No other form of identification will be accepted on the day of the assessment. 

If you do not have any of these identification documents, you must email 

foundationtrainingyear@psni.org.uk by 5pm on Wednesday 28 October 2026. 

You must check your ID documentation is signed and will be valid on the sitting date 

before attending the assessment. 

If you are wearing a head covering that covers your head or face, you may be asked to 

remove it temporarily so that staff can complete identity checks. Please let invigilators 

know if you would prefer a female invigilator and to be in a private area. 

Which calculators can I use? 

Calculators are permitted in both parts of the assessment. 

You will need a GPhC approved calculator to complete the assessment. It is your 

responsibility to provide your own calculator and make sure that it is one of the GPhC 

approved models.  

There are some models which are no longer available to buy but are still approved to use.  

You are permitted to use the following approved calculators in the assessment: 
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1. Aurora DT210 2. Aurora HC133 3. Casio SL-300SV 

 

 
 

  

4. Casio HS-8VA 
 

5. Casio MX-8S-WE* (also 
known as MX-8S*) 

6. Casio MX 8B-WE*/ MX 
8B* 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

7. Catiga CD-8185 8. Casio MS-80F 9. Casio SL-460L-W 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

10. Lexibook C208 
 

  

 

  



When you enter the test room, you must show the invigilator your approved calculator 

and spare you might want to use during the assessment. The invigilator will then check 

that they are an approved model. 

Unapproved calculator models are not permitted at your workstation. 

Spare physical calculators will not be available on the day, but you will have access 

to an on-screen calculator during part one. 

If you do not bring the correct calculator with you, you have the option to either 

withdraw from the assessment or use the on-screen calculator only. 

The lack of a calculator, or a malfunctioning calculator, cannot be used as grounds for 

nullification in accordance with regulation 6.5 of the regulations for sittings in 2026. 

What items are permitted at my workstation? 

Make sure you read the permitted items list, so you are aware of all the items permitted 

at your workstation. 

You will be given nine sheets of plain paper and a pen to use for any calculations and 

other notes you need to make during the assessment. It is forbidden to remove any 

assessment materials from the assessment room. All paper and pens will be collected 

by the invigilator at the end of each part, so you must ensure these are handed in. You 

must write your trainee number on every sheet of paper you use. You may request 

additional sheets of paper during the assessment if necessary. 

Surpass use standard pens in all test centres and if a pen runs out, you can ask the 

invigilator for another one.  

Test centres will also provide noise cancelling headphones or earplugs if required. 

If you do bring any items from the permitted items list, these will be inspected by 

invigilators when you arrive. 

What happens before you enter the assessment room? 

Once you have completed registration and stored your belongings in a safe place, you will 

need to wait until the invigilators instruct you to move into the assessment room. All 

trainees will have an allocated seat. 

Please be aware invigilators will check that you don’t have any unpermitted items on you 

before you enter the assessment room. Each centre will have their own standard 

procedures to follow to carry out these security checks, and some test centre may have 

more rigorous checks and protocols than others. You need to be prepared that invigilators 

may ask to see behind your ears, wrists, eyewear and pockets for electronic devices and 

notes.  

Please make sure you: 

https://psni.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/CRA-regulations-for-sittings-in-2026-FINAL-Jan-2026.pdf
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• have no revision material with you 

• don’t have a mobile phone or other electronic devices with you 

• have empty pockets  

• are not wearing a hoodie or coat. 

You must remain in exam conditions from this point and until you have left the 

assessment room.  

It is important you do not start writing notes until the timer has started. If you do this, 

it could be considered misconduct. 

What happens during the assessment sitting? 

At the beginning of both parts of the assessment, you will be required to: 

• read the terms and conditions 

• confirm you have read all the information 

• declare you are fit to sit. 

You must ensure you input the individual keycode provided to you and confirm your 

own details and declaration yourself. Invigilators will not be able to complete this on 

your behalf. 

During the assessment you can use the functions in the Surpass test system to help you 

answer the questions, such as the search, and the highlighter. Use the example 

questions and the question guide to familiarise yourself with the system and the 

functions available to you. 

You should regularly check how much time you have remaining to complete the part you 

are sitting. You will be able to see a timer on your screen. If you do not complete the 

answers to all questions before the time is up, you will no longer be able to submit any 

further answers or make any changes. 

Once you have reached the end of each part, please read the on-screen instructions, and 

listen to the invigilator carefully. 

Please be mindful of other trainees who may still be sitting the assessment after you 

have finished, including those who have an additional time adjustment. You must leave 

the assessment room in silence and should remain in exam conditions until you have 

exited the assessment room and are far enough away that you won’t disrupt others still 

completing the assessment. 

A pop-up message will appear at the top of your computer screen 30, 15 and 5 minutes 

before the end of the assessment part, to remind you of the remaining time left. 

https://www.pharmacyregulation.org/students-and-trainees/pharmacist-education-and-training/common-registration-assessment/sitting-common-registration-assessment
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What happens if I’m not fit to continue? 

If your fit to sit status changes during either part of the assessment, you must make an 

informed decision if you are fit to continue. 

You may decide you are not fit to continue for a range of reasons, including, but not 

limited to: 

– you started to feel unwell after you declared yourself fit to sit and started the 

assessment 

– you experienced a significant technical issue whilst sitting the assessment 

– a significant incident occurred in the test centre which impacted your 

performance. 

Invigilators cannot advise on or decide whether you are fit to continue. Invigilators are 

only there to invigilate the assessment and to support you with resolving any issues 

during the assessment. 

Leaving the assessment without informing an invigilator may affect our ability to consider 

subsequent requests relating to the incident. 

If you feel at any point during the assessment your fit to sit status has changed and you 

can’t continue, you must inform the invigilator immediately, so they can log the situation 

and complete an incident report form. You can then leave the test centre. 

You must sit and meet the passing standard for both parts of the assessment to receive 

a pass mark. 

How should I behave in relation to the assessment?  

It is important you behave professionally and appropriately on assessment day, both in 

person and on social media, and that you consider the impact of your actions or 

comments on your fellow trainees. This will help to make sure the assessment runs 

smoothly and reduce anxiety for yourself and those around you. 

We anticipate that all candidates will conduct themselves in a manner that reflects the 

standards of the profession they are about to enter. We encourage you to act in 

accordance with The Code of Conduct, Ethics and Performance and remind you of the 

importance of respecting each other and not subjecting others to bullying, harassment 

or discrimination.  

Please note we will investigate any reports of trainees behaving unprofessionally, whether 

this occurred in person or on social media. 

If an invigilator observes any unusual behaviour during the assessment, such as 

attempting to communicate with other trainees or looking at another trainee’s screen, an 

invigilator may approach you during the assessment to remind you of the expected 

behaviours and remind you to remain in exam conditions. Any interruption from an 

https://psni.org.uk/the-code-standards-and-guidance/


invigilator is not grounds for any subsequent appeal. Invigilators will report any 

suspected misconduct back to the GPhC to investigate further. 

What happens if you attempt to view the screens or notes of other 

trainees? 

The spacing of workstations means that you may be able to see the screen or notes of 

other trainees if you look around. To avoid behaving in a way that could raise suspicions 

that you may be trying to see others’ screens or notes, keep your eyes focused on your 

screen and immediate surroundings only.  

Our invigilators are fully trained to recognise suspicious behaviour and will intervene if 

necessary. Be aware that we will investigate and act on all reported cases, which may 

result in misconduct proceedings.  

If you are concerned that another trainee may be observing your screen, notify an 

invigilator immediately.  

How do I highlight information in questions and how do I flag questions 

to review later? 

You will be able to highlight information while you are reviewing a question. Please note that 
highlighted information is temporary and will not be retained when you move to another 
question or return to a previously viewed question. 

We recommend you make notes of which questions, or information you may want to go 
back to as you are going along. 

How are my answers saved and submitted? 

The assessment content is preloaded on to your workstation computer before the 
assessment begins. This means it is not necessary to have an internet connection 
during the assessment. 

Your submitted answers are saved on your workstation computer every few seconds 
throughout the assessment. 

When you are prompted to submit your answers at the end of a part, this will 
upload your answers from your workstation to the Surpass system. 

If you do not have an internet connection at this time and are unable to submit your 
answers at the end of your sitting, or you don’t see a confirmation that this has taken 
place, do not worry - we can see this and make sure your answers are uploaded as soon 
as the connection returns. 

Your answers are not lost if your workstation is restarted. 

We have robust system checks in place to make sure we receive all answers from all 
trainees in the Surpass system and that no results files are lost. 



What should I do if I experience a technical or procedural issue during 

the sitting? 

This is a computer-based assessment and there is a chance that you will experience minor 
technical issues during the assessment, but this should not significantly disadvantage you. 

If you do experience any technical or procedural issues, you must raise this with an invigilator 
immediately. 

The invigilator will firstly help you resolve the issue and then provide you with an invigilator 
report number to confirm that we will be made aware of the issue(s) you have experienced. 

If an invigilator is unable to resolve the issue, they will contact the Surpass helpdesk who will 
resolve the matter. We will also be notified about the incident too. 

Be prepared for invigilators to resolve technical issues by restarting the Surpass system on 
your computer, moving you to another workstation or changing your equipment. These types 
of scenarios are normal and to be expected in any computer-based assessment. Therefore, 
they are unlikely to be grounds for appeal, unless you have been particularly adversely 
affected. 

We appreciate if an incident occurs it may be stressful. After the assessment, you can contact 
GPhC if you have any follow up questions or concerns. 

If you do feel that your performance may have been adversely affected by the issue and decide 
to request a nullification, you must reference the report number provided by an invigilator when 
you completed your incident report form. If you did not raise the incident with invigilators and 
receive an incident report number at the time the incident occurred, please contact the GPhC 
as soon as you can. You must not contact the test centre before or after assessment day. 

Please read the section below, and the withdrawals, nullification and appeal guide. 

Can I request to nullify my assessment attempt 

If you attempt any part of the assessment and are taken ill, or an unexpected situation 
happens during the sitting that impacts your performance, you may consider requesting 
to nullify your attempt. 

You must make the invigilator aware of any incidents that happen on the day. You 
will receive an incident report number which you must include in your 
nullification request. If you do not follow this process, it may impact the outcome of 
your request. 

In addition to your incident report number, you would need to provide evidence to support 
your request such as medical evidence if you became ill during the sitting. 

The nullification form will be available from November 2026 on the assessment sitting 
page.  

The deadline for submitting a nullification request for this sitting is 17:00 on Thursday 
12 November 2026. We will not accept any requests made after the deadline. 

We will tell you the outcome of your request before the results for the sitting are released. 

https://psni.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Withdrawal-nullification-and-appeal-guide-Apr-2026.pdf
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If your nullification request is granted, the Board will not consider your assessment answers. 
This means that you will not receive any results. 

Your sitting will not count towards your three attempts to pass the assessment, and 
your assessment fee will not be refunded. 

How and when will I receive my results? 

We will release your assessment results on the morning of Wednesday 16 December 

2026, to your registered email address.  

We will not issue any hard copy results by posted letter, and we will not give or confirm 

results by phone under any circumstances, for information security reasons. 

If you receive an unsuccessful assessment result, there will be a guide available to advise 

you of your next steps. 

We do not offer remarking of your assessment results.   

How do I register to become a Pharmacist with the Pharmaceutical 

Society NI? 

Information regarding the registration process following the Common Registration 

Assessment will be available on the registration section of our website and will be 

circulated to all candidates in due course.  

Help and support 

We understand that the assessment period can be stressful. As well as your supervisor 

and your colleagues, there are organisations that can help you including  Pharmacists’ 

Advice and Support Service (PASS) 
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